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“Lead with humanity, dignity, and excellence”



VISION
Ken Isaacs has the leadership and expertise needed to position IOM to meet the 
complicated challenges of international migration. He has the vision to drive growth, 
while providing strategic guidance for a complex and evolving organization. If elected 
as Director General, he will continue and build on IOM’s tradition of excellence.

As IOM Director General, Ken Isaacs will: 
 � Advocate for the needs of people in crisis.
 � Work with Member States to facilitate safe, orderly, and regular migration.
 � Prioritize efficiency and transparency.
 � Strengthen IOM partnerships with the UN and its system agencies.
 � Drive innovation and excellence in management to increase operational capacity.

A TRUSTED LEADER
Ken Isaacs is exceptionally qualified to lead IOM—an organization that plays a 
vital role promoting humane and orderly migration for the estimated 257 million 
international migrants worldwide and assisting the 67 million people forcibly 
displaced. He is a trusted leader with more than thirty years of experience directing 
a large field-based organization. 

Ken Isaacs has an extensive track record of leadership excellence and the vision 
to drive growth and innovation. He is a successful advocate and partner for 
people and governments, and will use his skills to ensure IOM remains a vital trusted 
international partner.



LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE
As an innovative and results-based leader, Ken Isaacs combines hands on global 
experience in international humanitarian assistance with carefully honed technical 
and executive acumen. Ken Isaacs has dedicated his life to serving people of all 
backgrounds. He has led over 4,000 international staff and managed billions of 
dollars of emergency assistance and development services, including programs 
focused on safe migration and the mitigation of human trafficking, in more than 
130 countries. 

GROWTH & INNOVATION
Ken Isaacs successfully transformed a small non-profit into one of the world’s leading 
non-governmental organizations. He has the proven ability to drive growth and 
innovation by prioritizing efficiency and transparency in global operations. He 
ensures the highest standards of accountability are met while achieving goals. He 
aligns priorities with resources and has built systems to measure performance and 
improve management, services, and reporting. 

ADVOCACY & GOVERNMENT COLLABORATION
Decades of experience have honed Ken Isaacs’ ability to connect, persuade, and 
advocate for the needs of the communities he has served. In 2014, he was among 
the first to sound the alarm and mobilize resources in the U.S. and elsewhere to 
respond to the Ebola outbreak in West Africa. He knows when to speak and, more 
importantly, when to listen. He is experienced at partnering with governments 
and other organizations to work toward common goals. His advocacy skills and 
commitment to partnership will help define IOM’s role as the UN Migration Agency. 

Ken Isaacs will be a strong leader and advocate at the helm of IOM to build on its 
tradition of partnership and operational excellence.
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